
EREWASH IBC – CHRISTMAS NEWS 
 
2020 has been a difficult year for everyone, but despite the worrying news of a mutating 
virus and closed international borders, we hope this email finds you safe and well.  
 
Despite the fact we have not been able to provide you with much bowling this winter, 
we are incredibly grateful to the many of you who have still paid your annual sub's. 
These fees have proved to be one of the few sources of actual income we have 
received, and the money is a great help in keeping the club going through these difficult 
times - thank you. 
 
We did manage to open the Centre in mid-August and some of you were able to play 
and see your friends under the rule of six. However, as we proceeded through Sept 
and into Oct, the restrictions on indoor activities were gradually increased. Firstly, we 
had to cancel our winter league program, then limit participation to just people from 
the same household and finally close altogether as we entered the 2nd lockdown.  
 
Given how the virus is currently spreading, there is little likelihood we will be able to 
reopen in near future and realistically we need to get back into Tier-1 before this 
becomes economically viable. However, we are in receipt of the Governments monthly 
Business Interruption Grant and we get back 80% of wages through the furlough 
scheme, which is now extended to April.  
 
We are also hopeful that our intended Gift Aid application to HMRC will be successful. 
However, while many of you have returned a completed Gift Aid form or advised us 
you do not pay tax, there are still quite a few members who have not yet replied. If you 
are one of these, we urge you to get in touch as matter of urgency and let us know 
either way as to whether you can/will return a completed Gift Aid form as we want to 
submit our claim with as many names as possible. We believe we have enough tax 
paying members to make up a sizeable claim and if successful we could be looking at 
something in the region of an £8,000 to £10,000 tax refund.  
 
However, if our Gift Aid application is unsuccessful or if we are forced to stay closed 
into the Spring, its likely we will start to run out of funds. If this is the case, we may 
have to think about asking for donations to see us through to when we can fully reopen. 
This is something we have so far not encouraged, but we know of several Midlands 
Clubs that have already asked their members for donations and in doing so raised a 
considerable sum of money.  
 
On a slightly happier note, we know your Christmas plans will have been affected by 
the recent announcement to reduce the 5-day holiday to just the 25th of December, 
but despite this we sincerely hope you still have a lovely time this Christmas. You might 
not be able to see and socialise with all your family and friends, but it will make the 
time when we can start getting together again even more special.  
 
So, stay safe and well this Christmas and let’s hope for some better news in the new 
year.  
  
Best wishes 
John Arnett & Ray Cowell. 
 


